Introduced by Council Member Yarborough & Co-sponsored by Carter:
RESOLUTION 2014-85
A RESOLUTION DECLARING 2014 THE YEAR OF “LA CAROLINE” TO COMMEMORATE AND HONOR THE HISTORIC MILESTONE OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF LA CAROLINE AS THE FIRST COLONY IN AMERICA IN 1564; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the founding of La Caroline in 1564 is of enormous significance in Jacksonville’s rich history and in the annals of American history, as well; and

WHEREAS,
La Caroline was the first colony established in America for the purpose of religious freedom when French Huguenots settled in 1564; and

WHEREAS,
50 years before the  Pilgrims in Plymouth, the first thanksgiving in what would become America was celebrated in La Caroline on June 30, 1564; and
WHEREAS,
the oldest highway still in use in America is Kings Road; and

WHEREAS,
the first written language in all of North America is the Timucuan language; and
WHEREAS, the first recorded birth of a white child and the first record of a free black man to colonize in America were in La Caroline; and

WHEREAS,
the first professional art created in America were the drawings of Jacque La Moyne; and

WHEREAS,
the oldest written history of any city in America were the Spanish and French journals of La Caroline; and

WHEREAS,
the history of Florida’s First Coast is replete with a rich history of the French Huguenots whose settlements were the forerunners of the settlements and colonies of what would become the America that we know and love today; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize 2014 as the Year of “La Caroline” to honor and commemorate the historic milestone of the establishment of La Caroline as the first colony of America in 1564.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division

G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2014\Res\Yarborough LaCaroline 01 22 14.doc 

2
- 2 -


